D.C. Everest Junior High English 9/Honors Course Syllabus
Course Overview:  English 9 is a rigorous English survey course designed to help students master the skills of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language with a strong emphasis on classic literature.  The course is currently being aligned to the new Common Core State Standards (Nation-wide Standards for English Language Arts) and is designed to increase students’ capabilities as literate individuals, so that they may graduate from high school both college and work-place ready.
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Throughout the year students will . . . 


*demonstrate independence, 

* build strong content knowledge,

* respond to the varying demands of communication (written and spoken),

* comprehend as well as critique,

* value evidence,

* use technology and digital media strategically and capably, and

* come to understand other perspectives and cultures.
Course Length:  Full Year
Credits: One credit (Four English credits are required for DCE graduation)

Units: May include the following: 
Literature: 
Short Story, Novel, Non-fiction, Epic, Drama

Key titles/authors: “Cask of Amontillado”, Poe; “The Necklace”, de Maupassant; “The Scarlet Ibis”, Hurst; Great Expectations, Dickens; Animal Farm, Orwell; Lord of the Flies, Golding; Hiroshima, Hersey; The Odyssey, Homer; The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare
Writing:
 Essay Types, Research Paper, Literary Analysis, On-demand, In-class Book Reports
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Speaking: 
Formal Speech, Informal Presentations, Group Work

Language Usage: Grammar Study, Vocabulary, Punctuation, Editing/Revising
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Independent Reading:   Book Reports, Reading Logs
Student Responsibilities:
*Be Respectful
*Be Responsible

*Be Productive

Materials:
*Notebook
*Loose-leaf paper

 

*Folder

*Pen/Pencil
*iPad
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Grading: 

Scale:

100 – 90
A




 89 – 87
AB

69 – 67    CD 




 86 – 80
B

66 – 60    D



 79 – 77
BC

59 – 50     F




 76 – 70
C






*No extra credit is given in a true standards-based course

Basis:

Summative:
quizzes, unit tests, projects/speeches, final exam, book reports, writing assignments






*weighted as 85% of total grade
Formative:
home-work/daily work, independent reading






*weighted as 15% of total grade

Grading: (continued)
Remediation/Retesting:
The goal of school is learning, and students learn in a variety of ways over time.  It is therefore sometimes necessary for students to relearn material that was not successfully mastered, and this may require re-teaching, remediation, and retesting 

~For students earning 70% or lower on a summative assessment, remediation is required. 

~For students earning above 70% on a summative assessment, remediation is optional.

~Remediation for Honors E9 students is limited to 2 per semester.

(Participation in Honors English 9 is a choice.  The work required of an honors student goes beyond the work required in English 9. There is also an increased responsibility by an honors student to learn and understand the material at a faster pace. To reflect the learning required in an honors course, remediation and re-testing is limited to two per semester.  An Honors English 9 student requiring more than two remediation opportunities in one semester should re-evaluate honors placement. When students are repeatedly remediating/retesting, they often are unable to focus on current learning and struggle to keep pace with the rigors of Honors English 9.)

~Remediation must be completed by teacher-deigned deadline.


~The retested/revised score becomes the final score.

Homework:  Homework is an important learning tool helping students make the most of their education.  



~Homework reinforces what has been learned in class.



~Homework prepares students for acquiring new knowledge.



~Homework extends learning beyond the classroom.


  ~Homework, along with class work and notes, provides a foundation for studying for tests and final assessments.
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Therefore, homework must be completed in a thoughtful and timely manner. Completing homework is an expectation and necessary for success in 9th grade. 

Students needing assistance should see me for extra help and assistance. The IMC is also available for students before and after school. Failure to appropriately complete homework will result in mandatory ELT. 

Cheating:  We encourage collaboration; however, students are always expected to do their own thinking and use their own words on an assignment.


The following actions are considered cheating:  

· turning in work that is not the student’s own. 

· allowing someone else to use the student’s work.

· intentionally saving information on the shared drive—to allow other students access.
· referring to notes or looking at someone else’s page during an exam.
· plagiarizing—using other’s writing or work as your own without proper credit
If a student does or attempts to cheat, the teacher will contact the student’s parents and guidance counselor to inform them of the cheating incident. Also, the student will be expected to complete the work individually at a high quality.
Home/School Communication for English 9/Honors Teachers:
*Mrs. Moua (Room 213)

          Phone: (715) 359-0511 ext.  3213 or Email:  mmoua@dce.k12.wi.us

*Mrs. Bohm (Room 214)


          Phone:  (715) 359-0511 ext. 3214 or Email:  dbohm@dce.k12.wi.us

*Mrs. Searing (Room 216)


          Phone:  (715) 359-0511 ext. 3216 or Email:  rsearing@dce.k12.wi.us

*Ms. Kelly (Room 218)


          Phone:  (715) 359-0511 ext. 3218 or email:  hkelly@dce.k12.wi.us
**Infinite Campus:  Please check this for access to grades, classroom worksheets, and lesson plans.
**IMPORTANT**


Parents and students—please note that we have extensive classroom libraries and an IMC for students’ independent reading.  Books range in reading level as well as interest level from upper elementary to adult levels.  No book is ever required reading in this class.  It is strictly student choice with teacher guidance.  Some parents may find language and/or content unsuitable for their child.  Students should choose books wisely and parents should ask your child what he/she is reading.





Junior High Hours: 7:35 P.M. to 3:35 P.M.


Before and after school assistance:  Available Upon Appointment—see schedule outside of each room.











